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SAN FRANCISCO — Within days of social media companies taking down a viral
video touting conspiracy theories about the novel coronavirus, a clip popped up on
YouTube telling viewers about another way they could still access the banned
footage: through a link to the video on the file-sharing service Google Drive.

Google Drive is not a social media platform, nor is it set up to tackle the problems
that social media companies face: the weaponization of their services to amplify
dangerous content. But the use of the Drive link, to the trailer for a documentary
called “Plandemic,” reflects a wave of seemingly countless workarounds employed
by people motivated to spread misinformation about the virus — efforts that
continue to thwart social media companies’ attempts at preventing hoaxes and
conspiracy theories from spreading in the midst of the greatest public health crisis
in decades.
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