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A massive trove of voter records containing personal information on millions of
Texas residents has been found online.

The data — a single file containing an estimated 14.8 million records — was left on
an unsecured server without a password. Texas has 19.3 million registered voters.

It’s the latest exposure of voter data in a long string of security incidents that have
cast doubt on political parties’ abilities to keep voter data safe at a time where
nation states are actively trying to influence elections.

TechCrunch obtained a copy of the file, which was first found by a New Zealand-
based data breach hunter who goes by the pseudonym Flash Gordon. It’s not clear
who owned the server where the exposed file was found, but an analysis of the
data reveals that it was likely originally compiled by Data Trust, a Republican-
focused data analytics firm created by the GOP to provide campaigns with voter
data.

[…]

The file — close to 16 gigabytes in size — contained dozens of fields, including
personal information like a voter’s name, address, gender and several years’ worth
of voting history, including primaries and presidential elections.
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