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Conspiracy theories about COVID-19 have accompanied the pandemic from the
beginning. Crucial to managing the pandemic is mitigating the effects of
misinformation, which the World Health Organization dubbed an “infodemic.”

Conspiracy theories and misinformation are global phenomena that affect people’s
perceptions of other countries, yet little is understood about which COVID-19
conspiracy theories are popular on Chinese social media, how this differs from
misinformation on U.S. social media, and what lessons this holds for countering
global misinformation.
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