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In the spring of 2011, a recent Williams College graduate named Lina Khan
interviewed for a job at the Open Markets Program, in Washington, D.C. Open
Markets, which was part of the New America think tank, was dedicated to the
study of monopolies and the ways in which concentration in the American economy
was suppressing innovation, depressing wages, and fuelling inequality. The
program had been founded the previous year by Barry Lynn, who believed that
monopolies posed a threat to democracy, and that policymakers and much of the
public were blind to this threat. Unlike the practice at other think tanks, which
publish research reports and white papers, Lynn, a former reporter and editor,
disseminated the program’s findings directly to the public, through newspaper and
magazine articles.
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