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February 7, Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-NY) and Sen. Ed Markey (D-MA)
introduced the Green New Deal resolution in the House and Senate, respectively,
and conservative media lost their collective mind. If passed, the 14-page proposal
would commit Congress to exploring ways to achieve a set of lofty goals related to
the environment and economy. The Green New Deal calls for a significant
infrastructure investment through a 10-year national mobilization and jobs
program similar to those carried out during World War II and as a result of the
original New Deal.

Achieving these ambitious goals would undoubtedly be one of the most significant
undertakings by the federal government in U.S. history. That said, the Green New
Deal resolution is just a starting point, largely symbolic in nature. It is a
nonbinding resolution, not a bill, and it cannot go on to become a law. This
distinction is what makes the factually unhinged response from conservative media
so stunning.
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