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In just a few weeks, lawsuits and legal threats from a pair of obscure election
technology companies have achieved what years of advertising boycotts, public
pressure campaigns and liberal outrage could not: curbing the flow of
misinformation in right-wing media.
Fox Business canceled its highest rated show, “Lou Dobbs Tonight,” on Friday
after its host was sued as part of a $2.7 billion defamation lawsuit. On Tuesday, the
pro-Trump cable channel Newsmax cut off a guest’s rant about rigged voting
machines. Fox News, which seldom bows to critics, has run fact-checking
segments to debunk its own anchors’ false claims about electoral fraud.
This is not the typical playbook for right-wing media, which prides itself on
pugilism and delights in ignoring the liberals who have long complained about its
content. But conservative outlets have rarely faced this level of direct assault on
their economic lifeblood.
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