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Women and girls face a “growing crisis” of online harms, with sexual harassment,
threatening messages and discrimination making the web an unsafe place to be,
Sir Tim Berners-Lee has warned.

The inventor of the world wide web said the “dangerous trend” in online abuse was
forcing women out of jobs, causing girls to skip school, damaging relationships and
silencing female opinions, prompting him to conclude that “the web is not working
for women and girls”.

“The world has made important progress on gender equality thanks to the
unceasing drive of committed champions everywhere,” Berners-Lee wrote in an
open letter to mark the web’s 31st birthday on Thursday. “But I am seriously
concerned that online harms facing women and girls – especially those of colour,
from LGBTQ+ communities and other marginalised groups – threaten that
progress.”
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