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In March, Andy Slavitt, then a top pandemic adviser for President Biden, called
Nick Clegg, Facebook’s vice president for global affairs, and delivered an ominous
warning.

For many weeks, Mr. Slavitt and other White House officials had been meeting
with Facebook to urge the company to stop the spread of misinformation about the
coronavirus vaccines. Many Americans who refused to get vaccinated had cited
false stories they read on Facebook, including theories that the shots could lead to
infertility, stillborn babies and autism. Mr. Slavitt and other officials felt that
executives were deflecting blame and resisting requests for information.

“In eight weeks’ time,” Mr. Slavitt told Mr. Clegg, “Facebook will be the No. 1
story of the pandemic.”

Mr. Slavitt’s prediction was not far off. Roughly three months later, with cases
from the Delta variant surging, Mr. Biden said Facebook was “killing people” — a
comment that put the social network in the center of the public discussion about
the virus.
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