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The officers from India’s elite antiterrorism police unit descended after dusk on the
New Delhi offices of Twitter, with television news cameras in tow. Their mission:
Start an argument over fake news.

The offices sat empty, closed amid India’s devastating coronavirus outbreak. And
the police acknowledged that they were there to deliver nothing more legally
binding than a notice disputing a warning label that Twitter had assigned to some
tweets.

But symbolically, the visit by the police on Monday night sent a clear message that
India’s powerful ruling party is becoming increasingly upset with Twitter because
of the perception that the company has sided with critics of the government. As
anger has risen across the country over India’s stumbling response to the
pandemic, the government of Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his Bharatiya
Janata Party have struggled to control the narrative.
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