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Disinformation and its fallout have defined 2020, the year of the infodemic. Month
after month, self-serving social media companies have let corrosive manipulators
out for dollars, votes, and clicks vie for attention, no matter the damage.

After an initial showing of unity as the coronavirus pandemic hit North American
shores, people in the US became divided over basic scientific facts about
COVID-19. Then, after a horrified country watched George Floyd take his last
breaths as a police officer pushed a knee into his neck, some members of the right-
wing media recast peaceful demonstrators exercising their civil rights as violent
thugs. And, as the year closed out, the president and his enablers smeared the
simplest, most fundamental democratic act of counting a ballot as fraud.

To understand how the disinformation flywheel can catapult fringe ideas from
obscure corners of the internet into mainstream political discourse, Philadelphia
offers a lesson in civic breakdown.
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