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Nearly half the “people” talking about the coronavirus pandemic on Twitter are not
actually people, but bots, according to new research from Carnegie Mellon
University.

And many of those bots are rapidly feeding Twitter with harmful, false story lines
about the pandemic, including some inspiring real-world activity, such as the
theory that 5G towers cause COVID-19, or state-sponsored propaganda from
Russia and China that falsely claims the U.S. developed the coronavirus as a
bioweapon or that American politicians are issuing “mandatory” lockdowns.
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