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Sorting out what is real in Ukraine and what is misinformation designed to provoke
an emotional response is hard enough for professional journalists. For everyday
people seeing photos and videos cascade through their social media feeds, it is
even harder.

But the stakes can be high for anyone with an audience, no matter how big or
small, if sharing false information — reposting a link on Facebook or retweeting a
story that feels urgent — means unwittingly playing into war propaganda. Experts
in misinformation say everyone has a responsibility to pause and do a bit of work
to verify content before sharing it, even if it would benefit the side you support in a
conflict.

“It matters because we all have the right to truth, and the more we do to pollute
the information environment, the worse it’s going to get,” said Joan Donovan, the
research director at Harvard’s Shorenstein Center on Media, Politics and Public
Policy, which has studied the proliferation of misinformation.

Claire Wardle, a co-founder of First Draft News, a nonprofit that focuses on
misinformation, said your credibility matters, even if you’re not a journalist.
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