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On Friday afternoons this fall, top American news executives have dialed into a
series of off-the-record Zoom meetings led by Harvard academics whose goal is to
“help newsroom leaders fight misinformation and media manipulation.”

Those are hot topics in the news industry right now, and so the program at
Harvard University’s Shorenstein Center on Media, Politics and Public Policy drew
an impressive roster of executives at CNN, NBC News, The Associated Press, Axios
and other major U.S. outlets.

A couple of them, though, told me they were puzzled by the reading package for
the first session.

It consisted of a Harvard case study, which a participant shared with me,
examining the coverage of Hunter Biden’s lost laptop in the final days of the 2020
campaign. The story had been pushed by aides and allies of then-President Donald
J. Trump who tried to persuade journalists that the hard drive’s contents would
reveal the corruption of the father.

The news media’s handling of that narrative provides “an instructive case study on
the power of social media and news organizations to mitigate media manipulation
campaigns,” according to the Shorenstein Center summary.
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