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On January 26, Navreet Singh, a twenty-five-year-old farmer from Uttar Pradesh,
in the north of India, hopped on a blue tractor and accelerated toward a police
barricade erected in the middle of the street. It was supposed to be a celebratory
day for India—the seventy-second anniversary of India’s democratic
constitution—but instead, tens of thousands of farmers like Singh had shown up in
the heart of New Delhi to protest Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s latest farm laws,
which they saw as favoring private corporations over their interests. Moments
later, Singh was dead.
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