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This year, with an expected surge of mail-in ballots due to the pandemic, we may
not know anything definitive for days. As my colleague Barton Gellman wrote,
there is a blueprint for Trump to never concede should any shred of doubt remain
about the outcome. Television executives have no “gentleman’s agreement” about
how to handle this scenario. And at no network is the absence of a playbook more
consequential than at Fox News. It doesn’t matter how CNN and MSNBC play this
election: Fox will control the narrative.

Fox News’s influence over American politics remains unmatched. (People don’t
write best-selling books about the inner workings of PBS.) Its nightly audience is
one and a half times that of MSNBC and nearly twice that of CNN. After four years
of “fake news” slurs by the president and others, Fox enjoys a unique space: In the
eyes of millions of Americans, and particularly Trump voters, if you see it on Fox
News, it has to be true. On November 3, the network’s framing of the story may
help alleviate nationwide chaos—or sow it.
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