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You can start when children are very young, said Kari Kivinen. In fact, you should:
“Fairytales work well. Take the wily fox who always cheats the other animals with
his sly words. That’s not a bad metaphor for a certain kind of politician, is it?”

With democracies around the world threatened by the seemingly unstoppable
onslaught of false information, Finland - recently rated Europe’s most resistant
nation to fake news - takes the fight seriously enough to teach it in primary school.

In secondary schools, such as the state-run college in Helsinki where Kivinen is
head teacher, multi-platform information literacy and strong critical thinking have
become a core, cross-subject component of a national curriculum that was
introduced in 2016.
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