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Concerns about fake news and misinformation spreading on social media among
Chinese communities are once again emerging, as they were during the 2019
election campaign.

There have been allegations against both major parties in recent weeks. The ABC
reported a group of Liberal Party supporters systematically spread fake news
about prominent Labor supporters in the Chinese community via WeChat.

At the same time, a local Labor branch in Queensland is accused of spreading a
conspiracy meme against Gladys Liu, the incumbent Liberal candidate of the ultra-
marginal Victorian seat of Chisholm and the first ethnic Chinese woman to serve in
the House of Representatives.

Liu’s supporters are also not free from controversy. Some were accused of
spreading misinformation in Chinese communities during the last federal election.

Drawing on my research on Chinese language media and Chinese communities in
Australia, here are are some ways we can tackle fake news in non-English speaking
communities.
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