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When State Representative Bobby Kaufmann of Iowa spoke in February in support
of a restrictive voting bill he was sponsoring, he made what might once have been
a startling acknowledgment: He could not point to any problems with November’s
election that demonstrated a need for new rules.

But many Iowans believed there had been problems, he said. And that was reason
enough to allow less early voting, shorten Election Day polling hours, put new
limits on absentee balloting and forbid counties to have more than one ballot drop
box.
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