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In my prior life as an insurance executive, it was my job to deceive Americans
about their health care. I misled people to protect profits. In fact, one of my major
objectives, as a corporate propagandist, was to do my part to “enhance
shareholder value.” That work contributed directly to a climate in which fewer
people are insured, which has shaped our nation’s struggle against
the coronavirus, a condition that we can fight only if everyone is willing and able to
get medical treatment. Had spokesmen like me not been paid to obscure important
truths about the differences between the U.S. and Canadian health-care systems,
tens of thousands of Americans who have died during the pandemic might still be
alive.
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