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A federal judge has blocked a Texas law that aimed to limit large social platforms’
ability to moderate content on the grounds that it is likely to violate the First
Amendment. The order, issued by a federal district court in Austin on Wednesday
night, granted an injunction proposed by NetChoice and the CCIA that puts the HB
20 law on hold until the conclusion of the case.

“HB 20’s prohibitions on ‘censorship’ and constraints on how social media
platforms disseminate content violate the First Amendment,” determined Judge
Robert Pitman in the decision. “Content moderation and curation will benefit users
and the public by reducing harmful content and providing a safe, useful service,”
Pitman said, explaining why the injunction was beneficial.
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