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Less than a week after Election Day, a spreadsheet titled “Battling Asian American
Misinformation” began circulating in progressive Asian American social media
circles, primarily among those of Vietnamese and Chinese descent.

The most popular YouTube channels flagged on the spreadsheet accumulated
hundreds of thousands of subscribers, in which pundits discussed misleading
claims about election fraud, Hunter Biden’s relationship with China (a conspiracy
disseminated by pro-Trump figures), and the Chinese Communist Party’s meddling
in the presidential election. Below some of these clips, YouTube included a label
informing viewers that the Associated Press had called the election for Joe Biden.
But beyond that small disclaimer, most channels were still monetized and still
easily discoverable. Flagging it to YouTube, as some soon realized, amounted to
doing nothing.

The election might be over, but the uphill battle against online misinformation,
notably within first-generation immigrant communities, wages on.
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