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Facebook removed a network of fake accounts and pages created by Russian
operatives who had recruited U.S. journalists to write articles critical of
Democratic nominee Joe Biden and his running mate, Sen. Kamala D. Harris, in an
apparent bid to undermine their support among liberal voters.

Facebook said it caught the network of 13 fake accounts and two pages early,
before it had a chance to build a large audience — an action that the company said
was evidence of its growing effectiveness at targeting foreign disinformation
operations ahead of the 2020 election. The takedown emerged as a result of a tip
from the FBI and was one of a dozen operations tied to the Russian Internet
Research Agency or individuals affiliated with it that Facebook has disrupted since
the last presidential election, when IRA-backed pages amassed millions of views on
the platform. The pages had about 14,000 followers.
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