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On Sept. 28, 2006, a young chiropractor, then about 30 years old, signed up for
Facebook, where he posted about holidays and sports while promoting his private
clinic. Fourteen years later, on Nov. 19, 2020, he was kicked off the platform after
livestreaming U.S. election and QAnon conspiracies to his nearly 40,000 followers.

Facebook employees thought this anonymous user’s trajectory was worth
analyzing. Recent disclosures made to the Securities and Exchange Commission
and provided to Congress in redacted form by whistleblower Frances Haugen’s
legal counsel show that Facebook’s Central Integrity team assembled detailed logs
of two popular Facebook users’ activity over 14 years, as part of a study on
misinformation across the platform. What made these two users notable was their
transformation over time from early Facebook adopters to full-blown conspiracy
theorists. The redacted versions received by Congress were reviewed by a
consortium of news organizations, including Slate.
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