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THE COVID-19 “INFODEMIC” has laid bare how vulnerable the United States is to
disinformation. The country is less than five months away from the 2020
presidential election, and Americans by the thousands are buying into conspiracy
theories about vaccines containing microchips and wondering about the healing
powers of hair dryers. Where does all this come from? Let’s not be too distracted
by a fear of rumormonger bots on the rampage or divisive ads purchased with
Russian rubles. As two of the leading researchers in this field, we’re much more
worried about Facebook groups pumping out vast amounts of false information to
like-minded members.
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