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Last April, the chairman of the Federal Communications Commission, Ajit Pai, led
the charge for his agency to approve rules allowing television broadcasters to
greatly increase the number of stations they own. A few weeks later, Sinclair
Broadcasting announced a blockbuster $3.9 billion deal to buy Tribune Media — a
deal those new rules made possible.

By the end of the year, in a previously undisclosed move, the top internal watchdog
for the F.C.C. opened an investigation into whether Mr. Pai and his aides had
improperly pushed for the rule changes and whether they had timed them to
benefit Sinclair, according to Representative Frank Pallone of New Jersey and two

congressional aides.
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