A MediaWell

News Item

Engendering Hate: The contours of state-aligned
gendered disinformation online | Demos

By Alex Krasodomski-Jones, Asli Atay, Ellen Judson, Josh Smith & Rose Lasko-Skinner
October 28, 2020

Our report, with U.S.-based National Democratic Institute (NDI), outlines a new
framework for understanding how disinformation is being used online to exclude
women from public life, in the first major study into this threat to democracy.

The report has found that online spaces are being systematically weaponised to
exclude women leaders and to undermine the role of women in public life. Attacks
on women which use hateful language, rumour and gendered stereotypes combine
personal attacks with political motivations, making online spaces dangerous places
for women to speak out. And left unchecked, this phenomenon of gendered
disinformation, spread by state and non-state actors, poses a serious threat to
women'’s equal political participation.
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