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Uncovering and explaining how our digital world is changing — and changing
us.Facebook, YouTube, Twitter, and other social media companies are scrambling
to take down and fact-check rampant misinformation about topics like Covid-19
and the 2020 election that spread on their platforms.

But complicating these companies’ efforts to moderate content is the fact that a
majority of Americans — on both sides of the political aisle — believe that social
media companies are censoring political viewpoints, according to a new poll by the
Pew Research Center.

About three in four Americans feel it is very likely or somewhat likely that social
media sites “intentionally censor political viewpoints that they find objectionable,”
according to the survey. It polled around 4,700 Americans across the political
spectrum. While people from both parties thought that social media companies
were likely censoring content for political reasons, Republicans were much more
likely than Democrats — 90 percent of Republicans compared to 59 percent of
Democrats — to hold this belief.
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