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As we confront yet another major surge in COVID-19 cases and hospitalizations
across the country, we are once more fighting a two-pronged war: against the virus
and against rampant misinformation.

The evidence around vaccination is abundantly clear. Vaccines are by far the best
way for your patients to protect themselves and their loved ones from severe
complications of COVID-19. But you wouldn’t know it if you were a regular viewer
of some popular TV networks, or received your news from agenda-driven websites
that traffic in half-truths and outright lies about the virus.

Whatever their reasons, the result of this misinformation crusade is doubt,
confusion and division at a time when our public response to this pandemic must
be unified and resolute. This sobering reality has been made clear by the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention: Roughly 99% of deaths linked to COVID-19 in
this wave—and the vast majority of those with severe symptoms that require
hospitalization—have come among patients who were not fully vaccinated.
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