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In mid-March, as the Russian invasion of Ukraine crept into its third week, an
unusual video started making the rounds on social media and was even broadcast
on the television channel Ukraine 24 due to the efforts of hackers.

The video appeared to show Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, stilted with
his head moving and his body largely motionless, calling on the citizens of his
country to stop fighting Russian soldiers and to surrender their weapons. He had
already fled Kyiv, the video claimed.

Except, those weren’t the words of the real Zelenskyy. The video was a “deepfake,”
or content constructed using artificial intelligence. In a deepfake, individuals train
computers to mimic real people to make what appears to be an authentic video.
Shortly after the deepfake was broadcast, it was debunked by Zelenskyy himself,
removed from prominent online sources like Facebook and YouTube, and ridiculed
by Ukrainians for its poor quality, according to the Atlantic Council.
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