
News Item

Cuban technologists worry politics gets in the
way of opening up the internet | Rest of World
By Ricardo Martinez
May 7, 2021

It’s April and the sun rises over Havana at 7:07 a.m. People are already sitting
outside their homes chatting about the weather reports coming from a TV that
caters to multiple families. Each day, 2 million Habaneros invigorate their city’s
economy by running unpaid errands, selling basic goods to people who have
received dollars from relatives in Miami, or getting to work for a government-fixed
wage in a state-run enterprise.

Until recently, Cuba was mostly stuck in the past. But it’s changing fast. Over the
past two years, increased internet access has transformed the lives of Cubans.
Cuba has become home to a thriving tech scene featuring YouTubers, influencers,
artists selling NFTs, filmmakers making movies about social media, and a large
group of local programmers shaping the digital conversation. They gather across
dozens of mobile applications, e-commerce outfits, and digital enterprises.
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