A MediaWell

News Item

Crowds of regular people are as good at
moderating fake news on Facebook as
professional fact-checkers | Nieman Journalism
Lab

By Laura Hazard Owen
October 9, 2020

Facebook’s fact-checking program relies on third-party fact-checking and news
organizations to help weed out fake and misleading news on the platform. That
limits the program from scaling up, since there are only so many organizations that
do this work.

But what if Facebook could use regular people — people whose day job is not fact-
checking — to fact-check articles instead? A new working paper from researchers
at MIT suggests that it would be surprisingly effective, even if those people are
only reading headlines. “Crowdsourcing is a promising approach for helping to
identify misinformation at scale,” the paper’s authors write

[...]

Source: Crowds of regular people are as good at moderating fake news on Facebook as
professional fact-checkers » Nieman Journalism Lab


https://psyarxiv.com/9qdza/
https://www.niemanlab.org/2020/10/crowds-of-regular-people-are-as-good-at-moderating-fake-news-on-facebook-as-professional-fact-checkers/
https://www.niemanlab.org/2020/10/crowds-of-regular-people-are-as-good-at-moderating-fake-news-on-facebook-as-professional-fact-checkers/

