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On Dec. 29, The Gateway Pundit, a far-right website that often spreads conspiracy
theories, published an article falsely implying that the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention had withdrawn authorization of all P.C.R. tests for detecting
Covid-19. The article collected 22,000 likes, comments and shares on Facebook
and Twitter.

On TikTok and Instagram, videos of at-home Covid-19 tests displaying positive
results after being soaked in drinking water and juice have gone viral in recent
weeks, and were used to push the false narrative that coronavirus rapid tests don’t
work. Some household liquids can make a test show a positive result, health
experts say, but the tests remain accurate when used as directed. One TikTok
video showing a home test that came out positive after being placed under running
water was shared at least 140,000 times.
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