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The picture showed purple and red sores, swollen and oozing with pus.

“Supposedly this is a [vaccine] trial participant,” read the message alongside it.
“Ready to roll up your sleeve?”

Within a day, those same feet had been mentioned thousands of times on
Instagram and Facebook. The picture went viral on Twitter as well.

“See they are trying to deliberately hurt us with the vaccine,” one tweet read.

The feet belong to Patricia – a woman in her 30s living in Texas. And it’s true – she
was a participant in a trial for the Pfizer/BioNTech vaccine that started to be
administered on Tuesday.

But this is also true: Patricia never received the actual vaccine. Medical records
show that she received a placebo, a small injection of salt water. (Researchers do
this as a matter of routine, to compare groups that receive a drug or a vaccine with
those who receive the placebo.)

Her illness had nothing to do with injections. But that didn’t stop activists twisting
her story to advance their own agendas. And on top of the physical pain caused by
her condition, Patricia received a wave of online abuse.
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