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Since COVID-19 vaccines became available for children ages 5 to 11 in early
November 2021, many families have been lining up to get their school-age kids
vaccinated prior to holiday travel and gatherings.

As of Dec. 14, 5.6 million U.S. children ages 5 to 11 - or about 19% of this age
group - have received at least one dose of a COVID-19 vaccine. And 2.9 million, or
about 10% of this age group, are fully vaccinated.

However, the pace has begun to slow. Vaccination rates in this age group vary
widely across the country, and the U.S. is still far from reaching a threshold that
would help keep COVID-19 infections in check.

We are a team of medical and public health professionals at the University of
Pittsburgh. We have extensive experience researching vaccine misinformation on
social media and working with community partners to address vaccine hesitancy,
counter misinformation and promote vaccine equity.
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