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Since the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic, scientists have been willing to
share their results quickly to speed up the development of potential treatments
and/or a vaccine. At the same time, traditional peer-review-based publication
systems are not always able to process new research promptly. This has
contributed to a surge in the number of medical preprints published since January
2020. In the absence of a vaccine, preventative measures such as social distancing
are most helpful in slowing the spread of COVID-19. Their effectiveness can be
undermined if the public does not comply with them. Hence, public discourse can
have a direct effect on the progression of the pandemic. Research shows that
social media discussions on COVID-19 are driven mainly by the findings from
preprints, not peer-reviewed papers, highlighting the need to examine the ways
medical preprints are shared and discussed online.
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