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A BBC team tracking coronavirus misinformation has found links to
assaults, arsons and deaths. And experts say the potential for indirect
harm caused by rumours, conspiracy theories and bad health information
could be much bigger.

“We thought the government was using it to distract us,” says Brian Lee Hitchens,
“or it was to do with 5G. So we didn’t follow the rules or seek help sooner.”

Brian, 46, is talking by phone from his hospital bed in Florida. His wife is critically
ill - sedated, on a ventilator in an adjacent ward.
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