
News Item

Combating disinformation and foreign
interference in democracies: Lessons from
Europe | Brookings
By Margaret L. Taylor
August 27, 2019

European democracies have been coping with foreign interference for longer than
the United States, and the primary threat to European democracies comes from
Russia. Following consolidation of his power within Russia in the early 2000s,
President Vladimir Putin turned his attention to the former states of the Soviet
Union and the former Communist countries of Central and Eastern Europe. His
goal was to peel those countries away from Western-style democracy and return
them to Russia’s coercive sphere of influence. Later, Putin turned to weakening
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) and the European Union
(EU)—bringing Western European democracies and the United States squarely
into his sights. Russian disinformation campaigns are used to discredit politicians
and democratic institutions like elections and independent media.
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