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SHANGHAI — An outbreak of disinformation in China and elsewhere has hurt
global efforts to combat the new coronavirus, said a specialist infectious disease
lab located at the epicenter of the epidemic — and at the heart of a number of
conspiracy theories.

In a statement issued on Wednesday, the state-backed Wuhan Institute of Virology
said “internet rumors” had “received close attention from all walks of life” and
“caused great harm to our research staff on the front line of scientific research”.
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