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Standing before a local school board in central Indiana this month, Dr. Daniel
Stock, a physician in the state, issued a litany of false claims about the
coronavirus. He proclaimed that the recent surge in cases showed that the
vaccines were ineffective, that people were better off with a cocktail of drugs and
supplements to prevent hospitalization from the virus, and that masks didn’t help
prevent the spread of infection.

His appearance has since become one of the most-viewed videos of coronavirus
misinformation. The videos — several versions are available online — have
amassed nearly 100 million likes and shares on Facebook, 6.2 million views on
Twitter, at least 2.8 million views on YouTube and over 940,000 video views on
Instagram.

His talk’s popularity points to one of the more striking paradoxes of the pandemic.
Even as many doctors fight to save the lives of people sick with Covid-19, a tiny
number of their medical peers have had an outsize influence at propelling false
and misleading information about the virus and vaccines.
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