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RIO DE JANEIRO — Brazil’s Supreme Court banned the fast-growing messaging
app Telegram in the country on Friday, taking a drastic measure that showed the
court plans to aggressively fight disinformation ahead of this year’s presidential
elections.

Alexandre de Moraes, a Supreme Court judge, said he was blocking Telegram
because the app had not fully responded to previous orders to remove the accounts
of a prominent supporter of President Jair Bolsonaro. That supporter is being
investigated for spreading disinformation and threatening Supreme Court judges.

Mr. de Moraes ordered internet and cell-service providers to make Telegram
unusable in the country and directed Apple and Google to remove the app from
their mobile app stores. He gave the companies five days to comply.

Mr. de Moraes has emerged as one of Mr. Bolsonaro’s biggest political opponents,
overseeing a number of investigations and issuing court orders that target the
president, his allies and his political strategy. Mr. Bolsonaro has struck back with
sharp criticism of the judge, even vowing at a major political rally last year that he
would not comply with his rulings.
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