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My husband and I love to eat and to learn about history. So shortly after we
married, we chose to honeymoon along the southern coast of Spain. The region,
historically ruled by Greeks, Romans, Muslims, and Christians in turn, is famed for
its stunning architecture and rich fusion of cuisines.

Little did I know how much this personal trip would intersect with my reporting.
Over the last few years, an increasing number of scholars have argued that the
impact of AI is repeating the patterns of colonial history. European colonialism,
they say, was characterized by the violent capture of land, extraction of resources,
and exploitation of people—for example, through slavery—for the economic
enrichment of the conquering country. While it would diminish the depth of past
traumas to say the AI industry is repeating this violence today, it is now using
other, more insidious means to enrich the wealthy and powerful at the great
expense of the poor.
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