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After recent controversies surrounding  conspiracy theorist Alex Jones and his site,
Infowars, Quartz reviews where various platforms stand in their efforts to mitigate the site’s
reach.

Apple
Yesterday (Aug 5.), Buzzfeed first reported that Apple had removed the full
catalogs of five of six Infowars podcasts—including the flagship Alex Jones and War
Room podcasts—from its podcast directory for violating the company’s hate speech
guidelines. (The only Infowars-branded podcast that remains is RealNews, hosted
by David Knight.) Though Apple’s podcast platform does not host content itself, it
maintains a de facto monopoly on the industry by providing the built-in route for
iPhone owners to find and subscribe to hundreds of thousands of podcasts.

Perhaps anticipating such a move, Jones has been pushing his newly launched
Infowars app, which allows users to stream all of the network’s podcasts. That app
is still available on the iOS App Store, the guidelines of which say Apple will “reject
apps for any content or behavior that we believe is over the line.” Apple did not
immediately respond to a request for comment. (The app is also available on
Google Play.)

Facebook
Facebook announced today that it had removed four pages belonging to Alex Jones
“for repeatedly posting content over the past several days” that breaks the
platform’s community standards. The content, Facebook said, had glorified
violence and used “dehumanizing language” to describe people who are
transgender, Muslims, and immigrants. On July 28, Facebook deleted four of
Jones’s videos, and stopped him from posting to his personal Facebook page for 30
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days. The company noted that the “unpublishing” of the content was related to
violations of its hate speech and bullying policies—and not because they
propagated fake news.

Spotify
On Aug. 1, Spotify banned some Infowars content for violating its new policy
about hate content and conduct. But unlike Apple, Spotify had only removed
specific episodes until today, when the company said that it had deleted all
episodes of The Alex Jones Show from its streaming platform.

Stitcher
On Aug. 2, Stitcher, a popular podcast app, said it had removed all episodes of The
Alex Jones Show from its listings. “He has, on multiple occasions, harassed or
allowed harassment of private individuals and organizations,” it said.

YouTube
YouTube’s community guidelines say that an account on the platform will be
terminated if it has received three “strikes” within a three-month period. Jones’s
channel fell foul of moderators in February, after one of his videos promoted the
outlandish theory that the survivors of the Parkland shooting were trained “crisis
actors.” YouTube said that the video violated its policy against harassment and
bullying. His channel got another strike on July 25, and four videos were deleted
for containing instances of hate speech and child endangerment. Jones’s main
channel on the site remains up, with 2.4 million subscribers. At the time of writing,
its latest video was uploaded two hours ago.
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