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Russian trolls posing as an American
college student tweeted about divisive
social, political and cultural issues using
an account that amassed thousands of
followers — and appeared in dozens of
news stories published by major media
outlets — as recently as March.
More than 50,000 people followed @wokeluisa, an account that featured a
photograph of a young black woman who called herself Luisa Haynes and claimed
to be a political science major from New York. Twitter has identified @wokeluisa
as the work of the Internet Research Agency, a Russian troll farm and propaganda
operation linked to the Kremlin.

…

The subjects ranged from innocuous musings about the Super Bowl halftime show
to comments about the #MeToo movement, NFL players kneeling during the
national anthem, and criticism of President Donald Trump. For example, one tweet
in February read, “In case you missed: Hillary Clinton is the rightfully elected
President of the United States. Period.” Many of the account’s tweets were
retweeted thousands of times.
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