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The United States has been overwhelmed by vectors of misinformation throughout
the pandemic. But it’s not just Donald Trump, many Republican state leaders, and
several thousand COVID-19 deniers who have waged a war against scientific
comprehension. America’s virus illiteracy spans the partisan divide.

In Florida, Republican Governor Ron DeSantis chirped about his state’s superior
performance and mocked COVID-19 worriers—only for Florida to become the site
of one of America’s worst outbreaks several weeks later. Deep-red North Dakota
similarly resisted commonsense measures such as mask mandates before it
suffered an even worse outbreak.
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