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Amazon has removed the online listings for two books that claim to contain cures
for autism, a move that follows recent efforts by several social media sites to limit
the availability of anti-vaccination and other pseudoscientific material.
The books, “Healing the Symptoms Known as Autism” and “Fight Autism and Win,”
which had previously been listed for sale in Amazon’s marketplace, were not
available on Wednesday. The company confirmed that the listings had been
removed, but declined to discuss why or whether similar books would be taken
down in the future.
Several such books were still listed on Wednesday. In an article published this
week, Wired magazine noted that Amazon is crowded with titles promoting
unproven treatments for autism that include “sex, yoga, camel milk,
electroconvulsive therapy and veganism.”
There is no cure for autism spectrum disorder, but there are medications that can
help address associated symptoms like high energy levels and depression,
according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. The agency has found
that as many as a third of parents with an autistic child have tried treatments that
most pediatricians do not recommend, and that up to 10 percent may be using
potentially dangerous tactics.
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