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Conspiracy theorists have latched on to the debate over US abortion rights on
Facebook, Twitter, YouTube and TikTok, leading to a spike in misinformation
around what is already one of the most politically-charged topics online — and
signaling the complex decision-making that lies ahead for social media companies
if the procedure becomes illegal in some states.

For years, social networks have been criticized for hosting user posts and
advertisements that seek to confuse people about their right to access abortion or
about the safety of the procedure. Since May 2, when Politico published a draft
Supreme Court decision that would overturn Roe v. Wade if finalized, researchers
have seen a surge in posts connecting the leak itself to already-problematic
conspiratorial storylines.
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