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A year ago, Facebook tried to wash its hands of responsibility for the Jan. 6 Capitol
riot, despite the fact that, as the Tech Transparency Project (TTP) documented, its
platform was a prime tool for organizing the rally and spreading the conspiracy
theories and militant extremism that drove the rioters.

Now, as Americans approach the first anniversary of the insurrection, TTP has
found many of the same troubling patterns on Facebook, with the company
continuing to overlook militant groups that pose a threat to democracy and the
rule of law. Even more alarming, Facebook’s algorithms and advertising tools are
often promoting this kind of content to users.

The new findings underscore how Facebook—now under parent company
Meta—remains a powerful vector for domestic extremism, even after the Capitol
attack that sought to overturn the 2020 election.
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