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On 3 September 2021, the Russian court forbade Google and Yandex to display
search results for “Smart Voting,” the query referring to a tactical voting project
by the jailed Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny. To examine whether the
two search engines complied with the court order, we collected top search outputs
for the query from Google and Yandex. Our analysis demonstrates the lack of
compliance from both engines; however, while Google continued prioritizing
outputs related to the opposition’s web resources, Yandex removed links to them
and, in some cases, promoted conspiratorial claims aligning with the Russian
authorities’ anti-Western narrative.
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