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On the morning of July 1, 2020, newsstands across Hong Kong had a conspicuously
uniform appearance. At least eight major papers carried identical front-page
advertisements: a cerulean-shaded photo of uniformed officials standing below the
Chinese and Hong Kong flags with the city’s harbor in the background. The image
was overlaid with lines of white text triumphantly welcoming the arrival of a
sweeping national-security law enacted the night before. Just one paper looked
different, breaking from the monotonous propaganda. Apple Daily, Hong Kong’s
brash tabloid, offered a take that better captured both the feelings of many city
residents and the reality of the situation. “Draconian law takes effect,” the paper’s
front-page headline read. “One country, two systems dead.”
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