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There have not been too many encouraging graph lines in recent weeks. One that
does offer a breath of optimism, however, is the slight downward curve that
implies one of the most toxic trends of our times – the anti-vaxx movement – might
just be in retreat. The shift is incremental, but in a UK-wide survey in mid-March,
7% of people insisted they would refuse to have a coronavirus vaccine if one were
available. By early April, with hospital wards and mortuaries filling up, that
number had dropped to 5%. Perhaps vaccine conspiracy cannot bear too much
pandemic reality.

As with the strategies against the virus itself, however, the response to any likely
“cure” seems likely to vary from country to country. A similar survey in France,
also conducted by the London-based Vaccine Confidence Project, suggested 18% of
people would refuse a vaccine, while in a poll in New York, the city worst affected
by the pandemic, 29% insisted they would not consent, a number that may render
any programme ineffective.
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